Can UWM win RecycleMania?
By Angela McManaman

Save The Dates!

Panthers vs. Phoenix
Saturday, Feb. 7
5:30 p.m.
Resch Center, UW–Green Bay
Join the UWM Alumni Association in
Green Bay for a pregame tailgate party
and Panther men’s basketball game vs. the
UW–Green Bay Phoenix at Green Bay’s
Resch Center.
The party starts at 5:30 p.m. in the
CellCom Room on the first floor of the
Resch Center. Enjoy a great tailgate meal,
cash bar, coach’s chalk talk and a great
time with fellow Panther fans. Game time
for this exciting intrastate rivalry is 7 p.m.
Ticket packages for the tailgate and
game are $25. They must be purchased
by Feb. 4 through the UWM Alumni Office
by contacting Peppy O’Neill at peppy@
uwm.edu or 414-906-4655.
Reds, Whites & Brews
Thursday, Feb. 26
5:30-9 p.m.
Lakefront Brewery, 1872 N. Commerce
St., Milwaukee
Join the fun for an evening of socializing, wine and beer tasting, hors d’oeuvres
and entertainment. Taste a wide selection
of wines as well as beers from Lakefront
and Sprecher Breweries. Auction items
range from original artwork by UWM
alumni, to VIP nights at the Milwaukee
Brewers and Bucks, to a salsa party and
dance lessons for up to 16 people.
Tickets are $45 per person in
advance, $55 at the door. Advance tickets
may be ordered from Amy Lensing Tate,
414-906-4661 or lensing@uwm.edu.
Proceeds go to support UWM Alumni
Association programs.

Alan Magayne-Roshak

The entire campus community is
invited to these upcoming UWM Alumni
Association events:

Rachel Matteson (left) and Virginia McGrath are members of a student team that assists Sustainability Coordinator Kate Nelson in gathering,
measuring and publicizing data about UWM recycling and waste reduction efforts as part of the RecycleMania contest.

crumbling economy does strange things to the
sustainability marketplace. From October through
January, Sustainability Coordinator Kate Nelson
watched the price tag attached to UWM’s sale of recyclable goods transform from an income source of $100$200 per month to a troubling, if tiny, expense – all
before climbing slowly back up in recent weeks.
“Prices on recyclable goods dropped so much that,
for some haulers, transportation costs of gathering
materials and delivering them to a processor outweigh
the money they earned from recyclables,” Nelson says.
Things have improved since December, when
haulers, processors and independent collectors –
people wandering alleys with trash bags and shopping
carts – experienced a drop in recycling income. Some
items declined in value by 80 percent.
“We did have to pay a few times to have our metal
recycling hauled away,” Nelson says, “but we’re back
to the point where at least pick-ups are free.”
With metal recyclable prices creeping back into
the black, Nelson and a team of four interns are
now working to make a name for UWM in the
RecycleMania competition. Since Jan. 18, UWM
has been one of more than 375 campuses competing
nationwide to see who can recycle the most stuff and
produce the smallest amount of municipal waste.
A university’s standing in the competition relies on
the recycling and conservation efforts of every individual on campus, from full-time and part-time students,
faculty and staff, to campus visitors and guests.
“It’s our ideal goal to get people to conserve
waste as well as recycle,” says UWM junior Rachel
Matteson, who has been working with Nelson in
preparation for RecycleMania since June 2008.
“Combining the two requires an extra level of effort.”
Through March 28 the UWM RecycleMania
team will collect data from the Union, residence halls
and university grounds to determine the volume of
recyclable and waste material generated on campus.
Every competing school adjusts these measurements
using a volume-to-weight conversion chart developed
by RecycleMania judges.

A

Contamination is for losers
Though 2009 marks UWM’s first year in the
competition, Nelson thinks the campus can put forth a
competitive effort, even among schools like Ohio and
Miami universities; they started RecycleMania in 2001.
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“I’ve known about this contest a couple of years,
but it’s a real plus to have someone coordinate it
for us,” says Building and Grounds Superintendent
Steve Butzlaff.
He agrees UWM’s current recycling program
makes the university a contender – especially when
it comes to paper – but warns that sloppy recycling
could dull our competitive edge.
“Contamination of recyclables has always been a
problem,” he says. “If there are liquids, from bottles or
cans, in the paper recycling, it can’t be recycled. We
have to throw it away.”
His advice: Save plastic, aluminum cans and other
non-paper recyclables for the co-mingled recycling
containers in hallways and common areas. “You don’t
even have to rinse the containers,” says Butzlaff.
To complement RecycleMania and build awareness of everyday energy conservation, Nelson also
is coordinating an “Unplugged” competition among
residence halls. That contest kicks off this month.
The residence hall that has the highest percentage
decrease of electricity will be announced the winner in
April. Recycling and conservation efforts that happen
outside the residence halls may also receive recognition.
“We’ll have agents all over campus, who will
randomly catch people ‘green-handed,’” says Nelson.
“We’ll be passing out greenbucks to people who turn
off lights, recycle properly, unplug an appliance that
isn’t being used.”
Greenbucks can be redeemed for discounts and
small prizes; details will be displayed on the back of
the bucks.
Surplus sales hold steady
One division of retail buoyed by the economic
free fall is the resale industry, which includes all items
available through UWM’s online surplus store and
the SWAP shop (Surplus With a Purpose). Run out
of UW–Madison, SWAP collects surplus items from
state agencies and makes them available for resale
online and at its location in Verona, Wis.
“Ninety percent of what we put online gets sold,”
Nelson says.
New to SWAP in 2009 are “retired” computers
from UWM. No longer supported by University
Information Technology Services, approximately 50
computers will be cleaned, purged of data and available at SWAP in the coming weeks.

